IN THE ENVIRONMENT COURT
AT AUCKLAND

I TE KOTI TAIAO
KI TAMAKI MAKAURAU

IN THE MATTER OF the Resource Management Act 1991 and
in the matter of 23 appeals under clause
14 of Schedule 1 to the Act in relation to
Plan Change 1 to the Waikato Regional
Plan

(ENV-2020-313-014)

MINUTE OF THE ENVIRONMENT COURT

(12 July 2021)

[1] The Court has the memorandum of counsel on behalf of the Waikato Regional
Council dated 2 July 2021, This memorandum provides an updated report on progress
on which the Council is making in discussions with the parties to these appeals. The
Council wishes to continue with its direct discussions with appellants. It proposes that a
pre-hearing conference be convened sometime in October 2021 at which proposals for
court assisted mediation can considered or timetabled towards the hearing of appeals (or

issues arising from appeals) can be directed.

[2] Generally, at an early stage of plan appeals the Court is content to enable a planning
authority to have direct discussions with appellants so that the issues raised in appeals can
be marshalled to identify those which may be negotiated towards settlement, those which
ought to be mediated with assistance from Environment Commissioners and those which
requite a hearing by the Court. The latitude to do this depends on the willingness of all
parties to the appeals to participate. In the Court’s experience, such willingness usually
depends on all parties being given a reasonable opportunity to advance the matters which

2\, are of concern to them.







